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œčěĘstrength of a nation derives
from the integrity of the ěĢĠĘŔ
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Part 1/10 The UK is experiencing what many
describe as a housing crisis. Millions of
households are living in sub-standard or
overcrowded conditions . Many are on
local council waiting lists . Some
individuals are sleeping rough . House
prices and rentals are becoming
unaffordable for many.čĢėĔĬőĦyoung are
living at home for longer, and some are
struggling to buy a home.

At the same time, we are building fewer
homes than in many periods in the past .

What can be done to resolve ûĥĜħĔĜġőĦ
housing crisis? BBC Briefing assesses the
evidence and the options .
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There are 320,000 homeless people in the UK 
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ÅHomelessness affects 140,000 families, including an
estimated 120,000 adults and 200,000 children

ÅThe number of people sleeping rough Ímore than
5,000 - has almost tripled since 2010

ÅMost homeless people are not living on the street but
in temporary accommodation or shelters, or are
sleeping on ęĥĜĘġėĦősofas

ÅIn England, 85,000 households are in temporary
accommodation, such as short -term private rentals ;
temporary social housing stock ; and B&Bs and hostels
- with an additional 10,000 on the waiting list for such
accommodation

ÅThe rate of homelessness is significantly greater in
Northern Ireland than in the rest of the UK

The scale of homelessness in the UK 

Source: Office for National Statistics (ONS) , Shelter , Crisis BBC News Reality Check - "How many people sleep rough in England and how are they counted?"

GETTY

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/housing/articles/ukhomelessness/2005to2018#annex-data-sources
https://england.shelter.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/1620236/Homelessness_in_Great_Britain_-_the_numbers_behind_the_story_V2.pdf
https://www.crisis.org.uk/media/240419/the_homelessness_monitor_england_2019.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-45983897


More than one million UK households are on council -housing waiting 
lists
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Å In April 2018 , there were 1.11 million households on
English local authority waiting lists, down from a peak
of just over 1.8 million in 2012

Å These are low -income households who are eligible for
accommodation provided by councils or in homes
managed by housing associations Ísometimes (but not
always) not -for -profit bodies, which are subsidised and
regulated by the relevant government

Å However, the stock of social housing has declined
substantially in recent decades

Note : There are some limitations with waiting lists as a measure of
need. Some people register in more than one place; local criteria
vary; there may be some double -counting ; and some people stay on
the list even if their needs have been met elsewhere

Waiting lists 

Source: Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government

1960s flats in Leeds

GETTY

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/773079/Local_Authority_Housing_Statistics_England_year_ending_March_2018.pdf


More than four million people in the UK live in sub -standard or 
inappropriate accommodation
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Å œćĢġ-ėĘĖĘġħŔ: A home is defined asœġĢġ-ėĘĖĘġħŔwhen it is not in a reasonable state of repair, does not
have reasonably modern facilities and services, or has ineffective insulation or heating

Å According to the English Housing Survey, 4.3 million households in England were living in œġĢġ-
decentŔhomes in 2018 - about one-sixth of all households

Å Unfit for human habitation : Housing charity Shelter estimates that around one million homes in England,
affecting 2.5 million people, are unfit for human habitation

Å These are homes that under a government rating system pose œĔserious and immediate risk to a
ģĘĥĦĢġőĦhealth and ĦĔęĘħĬŔ. This can include structural weakness, dampness, pest infestations, or fire
hazards

Å Overcrowding : On average, an annual 788,000 of the 23 million households in England were estimated to
be overcrowded in the period between 2016 and 2019

Å œĂġĔģģĥĢģĥĜĔħĘŔhousing : This category includes council tenants housed, for example, in unsuitable
converted office blocks, or elderly residents in homes that do not meet, for example, their mobility needs.
Research by Heriot -Watt University found that 326,000 households in Great Britain lived in such conditions

Categories of sub -standard housing

Source: Shelter The Housing Act 1985    English Housing Survey    Heriot -Watt University

https://blog.shelter.org.uk/2018/12/fitness-for-human-habitation-an-early-christmas-present-for-renters
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1985/68/contents
https://www.ethnicity-facts-figures.service.gov.uk/housing/housing-conditions/non-decent-homes/latest
https://pureapps2.hw.ac.uk/ws/portalfiles/portal/24741931/HousingSupplyMay2019.pdf


Many households would like their own homes but cannot afford either 
to buy or rent
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ÅPeople who cannot afford to own or rent Íthe so-called hidden households Íinclude :

Åyoung adults who are still living at home with their parents

Å27% of 20-34-year-olds are still at home

Åthis category of 20-34-year-olds increased by one million between 1999 and 2019

Åcouples living with other family, such as in-laws

Åcouples who have divorced but are forced to keep living together because they cannot afford to live apart

Åyoung adults sharing with groups of other young adults

Åfamilies sharing a dwelling with other families (multiple occupancy)

ÅIn 2018 the average age of a first -time -buyer was 30 Íonly a slight increase on 40 years ago partly because
poorer people, who are unlikely to get on the property ladder, are not reflected in the figures

ÅThe problem of hidden households is largely driven by unaffordable housing : house prices relative to income
have nearly doubled since 1978

ÅRent prices are high compared with incomes in most regions of England

čěĘ ŐěĜėėĘġ ěĢĨĦĘěĢğėĦő

Source: Office for National Statistics (ONS) , UK Finance

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/families/datasets/youngadultslivingwiththeirparents
https://www.ukfinance.org.uk/data-and-research/data/mortgages/lending-trends


There are significant variations in the price of housing and rentals 
across the UK 
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ÅBoth property and rental prices are much higher in London
and south -east England than in other parts of the UK

ÅAs a result, young Londoners seeking to own their first
home are at a significant disadvantage compared with
first -time buyers elsewhere in the UK

ÅPopulation density and local economic performance are
critical to determining property prices: urban prices are
generally higher, though there are big variations between
towns and cities

ÅþėĜġĕĨĥĚěőĦproperty prices, for example, are
significantly higher than ĀğĔĦĚĢĪőĦ- reflecting the
different economic conditions in the two cities

ÅSimilarly, property prices in Manchester are higher than
in nearby Liverpool

Determinants of regional variations

Source: ONS Rental Indices , UK House Price Index

ĐĢĠĔġ ğĢĢĞĜġĚ Ĕħ ģĥĢģĘĥħĜĘĦ Ĝġ Ĕġ ĘĦħĔħĘ ĔĚĘġħőĦ ĪĜġėĢĪ

GETTY

https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/inflationandpriceindices/bulletins/indexofprivatehousingrentalprices/previousReleases
https://landregistry.data.gov.uk/app/ukhpi
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